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MASSACHUSETTS NONPROFIT HOUSING ASSOCIATION

RESIDENTIAL ASSISTANCE FOR FAMILIES IN TRANSITION (RAFT)

South Shore Housing began accepting applications for the RAFT program on 8/15/06.  The purpose of the program is to provide short term, limited financial assistance which will enable families to retain housing, obtain new housing or otherwise avoid homelessness.

The population targeted is homeless families that lack a permanent primary residence and families at risk of becoming homeless due to a significant reduction of income or increase in necessary household expenses..


A family is defined as two or more people living together, one of which must be a dependent

child under the age of 21, or two or more people living together, one of whom is disabled, or a single                                          pregnant head of  household.

Eligibility

Program participants must have incomes at/below 50% of area median income as defined by the      Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Documentation

Financial assistance cannot be approved until the applicant has documented its current address, monthly housing expenses, household information for all household members, all household income, and documentation from a third party, i.e., rental property owner concerning their financial hardship.

Restriction on Use of Program Funds for  Rent Arrearages for Subsidized Applicants 

Subsidized households pay rent based on a percentage of household income and have the ability to have their rent adjusted.  Therefore, there is a presumption that households currently living in subsidized housing would not qualify for assistance for rent arrearages because they are unable to meet the standard of at risk of homelessness due to a significant reduction in income or increase in necessary household expenses.  

To rebut this presumption, such applicants must submit the At-Risk of Homelessness Certification form (page 7 of program application).  Applicants must have this form completed by the Local Housing Agency (LHA) that provides their housing assistance.  Such applications will be considered incomplete unless the Certification form is included with the application.

Applications for assistance will be accepted on a first come, first served basis.  You may apply in person at the offices of South Shore Housing, 169 Summer St. Kingston MA 02364 on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.

If you have questions, please call 781-422-4216 and leave your name, telephone number with area code and your questions, and somebody will get back to you.
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